INTRODUCTION
The board of faculty of the 'medical department' of the Royal Belfast Academical Institution (hereafter 'Inst') met for the first time on 8 October 1835." 2 There were five members -the 'president', James Lawson Drummond (professor of anatomy and physiology, and of botany)3, the honorary secretary, James Drummond Marshall (professor of materia medica and pharmacy),3 the honorary treasurer, Robert Little (professor of midwifery and diseases ofwomen and children),4'5 Thomas Andrews (professor of chemistry), 6 7 and John MacDonnell (professor of surgery). 8 MacDonnell soon resigned9 on being appointed to the House of Industry and Richmond Hospital in Dublin and was replaced on 5 July 1836 by Thomas Ferrar. Ferrar was 'deposed' on 29 November: as the history of Inst says he 'failed to put in an appearance ... and was dismissed for neglect of duty"0 though the Centenary Volume more diplomatically observes 'he removed to Sligo'."' So far as posterity is concerned"'10" Ferrar simply returned to his former impeccable obscurity. Ferrar is a shadowy and, as it has turned out, elusive figure, but he was not a wayward one. This paper examines the circumstances of his dismissal and it also completes the set of biographical sketches of the six 'professors' appointed to the Inst medical department during its first year, 1835-1836.
BIOGRAPHICAL DETAILS 12 Antecedents
The Irish Ferrars were descendents of Nicholas Ferrar, a prosperous London merchant, who in 1626 with his widowed mother founded a religious community in the derelict hamlet ofLittle Gidding in Huntingdon which as an ancillary avocation carried on the 'useful' trade of binding mainly religious books. ' ., "' ""' "' "' """""' "" "' """" "", "', ,,, """, """'."', ,,,,,,,,,
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